The contributors to the second volume in this rapid publication series on recombinant DNA technology have successfully covered a wide range of important topics and concepts in this rapidly advancing and increasingly significant field [1] . Each chapter is of a consistently high quality; the authors have successfully presented their material in a uniformly organized, clear, and well-referenced fashion. One particularly valuable aspect of the volume is its numerous illustrations, tables, and figures, which concisely present much useful information on viral, plasmid, cosmid, and phage vectors.

